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April 26, 2023 

TO: CELIA ZAVALA 
Executive Officer 
Board of Supervisors 
 
Attention:  Agenda Preparation 

FROM: ELIZABETH D. MILLER 
Assistant County Counsel 
Justice and Safety Division 

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda 
County Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund 
Claims Board Recommendation 
Lauren Dodson v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:20-cv-04011 

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Contract Cities 
Liability Trust Fund Claims Board's recommendation in the above-referenced matter.  Also 
attached is the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan for the case. 

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and the 
Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors' agenda. 

EDM:js 
 
Attachments 
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Board Agenda 
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Settlement for Matter Entitled Lauren Dodson v. County of Los Angeles, et al.  
United States District Court Case No. 2:20-cv-04011.  
 
Los Angeles County Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board's recommendation:  
Authorize settlement of the matter entitled Lauren Dodson v. County of Los Angeles, et 
al. United States District Court Case No. 2:20-cv-04011 in the amount of $400,000.00 
and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the 
Sheriff's Department Contract Cities Trust Fund's budget. 
 
This lawsuit concerns allegations of deliberate fabrication and misrepresenting, distorting, 
and omitting material information by Sheriff's Deputies. 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Lauren Dodson vs. County of Los Angeles et al.  

CASE NUMBER  2:20-cv-04011 

COURT  United States District Court 

DATE FILED  April 30, 2020 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 400,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Deirdre L. O’Connor, Esquire 
Seamus Law 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Tyson Nelson 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

Plaintiff alleges the Deputies deliberately fabricated 
their incident report by intentionally misrepresenting, 
distorting, and omitting material information. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 80,995 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 2,753 

 













County of Los Angeles 
Summary Corrective Action Plan 

A non-Oepartment root cause was the plaintiff's physical altercation with the infonnant (ex-boyfriend) in 
the presence of the child and the child sustaining alleged injuries because of the altercation. 

A non-Oepartment root cause was the recanting of reported statements by the Plaintiff, the witness, 
and the ex-boyfriend. 

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective actions:
(Include each corrective action, due date, responsible party, and any disciplinary actions if appropriate)

Supervisor's Inquiry 

Plaintiff's allegation of being arrested and convicted based on false evidence. The allegation was 
investigated and addressed as follows: 

This incident was thoroughly investigated by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department, South Los Angeles Station. An extensive investigation was conducted into the 
plaintiffs' allegations. Toe supervisor's inquiry included interviewing both deputies one and two, and 
reviewing detective one's supplemental report, which was conducted two days after the incident. 

Toe results of the inquiry determined there is no evidence indicating deputy one, deputy two or detective 
one fabricated any injury to a child, omitted statements or authored a false police report. 

Deputies involved in this incident received additional training pertaining to the circumstance identified i1 
this incident. 

Body-Worn Cameras (BWC) 

On January 31, 2021, sworn personnel assigned to South Los Angeles Station were issued a Body Worn 
Camera, as a fonn of transparency. Toe use of BWC's ensures reliable recording of enforcement and 
investigative contacts with the public. Toe Department estabrished policy an d procedures for the 
purpose, use, and deployment of the Department issued BWC: 

• Must be turned on during all public contacts and reviewed by the employee.
• Collect evidence for use in criminal investigation and prosecutions.
• Deter criminal activity and uncooperative behavior during law enforcement interactions with the

public.
• Promote accountability.
• Assist with resolving public complaints and administrative investigation.
• Supervisors conduct random daily audits of Body Worn Cameras to ensure compliance.
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County of Los Angeles 
Summary Corrective Action Plan 

3. Are the corrective actions addressing Department-wide system issues?

□ Yes - The corrective actions address Department-wide system issues.

C8I No - The corrective actions are only applicable to the affected parties. 

Los An eles Coun Sheriff's-;..a;;;.D""'e1e..pa::;rt:...::mc:..:..:::.e.:..:nt::..._ _______________________ ,
Name: (Risk Management Coordinator)

Shawnee N. Hinchman, Captain 
Risk Management Bureau 

Eileen Decker, Division Director 
Office of Constitutional Policing 

Signature: 

Date: 

Date: 

Chief Executive Office Risk Management Inspector General USE ONLY 

Are the corrective actions applicable to other departments within the County? 

□ Yes, the corrective actions potentially have County-wide applicability.

□ No, the corrective actions are applicable only to this Department.

Name: Daniela Prowizor-Lacayo (Risk Management Inspector General) 

Signature: Date: 
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